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To the Honorable Christine Todd Whitman, Governor
and the Members of the New Jersey Legislature:

It is my privilege to submit to you the 1998
Annual Report of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority.
In 1998, the New Jersey Turnpike moved a record
209,408,270 vehicles almost 5,000,000,000 miles.
Patrons including business and industry, commuters,
residents and tourists, traveled safely and efficiently
over 148 miles of roadway.

The Turnpike Authority recognizes its 
important role in the economic vitality of New Jersey.
With that recognition comes our continued commitment
to safety and efficiency - a commitment which continues
to attract motorists of all types to this superhighway.

In order to meet the Statewide objective of
moving commercial vehicles to its highway system, the
Turnpike Authority continued its efforts to attract truck
traffic to our roadway.  1998 marked the implementation
of the Pilot Off-Peak Commercial Vehicle Volume
Discount Program.  Commercial vehicles maintaining
charge accounts with the Turnpike Authority receive
discounts based on tolls paid.  Other efforts included

improvements to the width and length of parking stalls at various service areas to make these areas
truck-friendly.

Your Transportation Vision for the twenty-first century has been incorporated into the Turnpike
Authority’s planning process.  The 65 mph speed limit, introduced as a part of your Vision Statement, was
successfully implemented on May 19, 1998 from milepost 1.2 through milepost 97.7.

The financial condition of the Turnpike Authority remained strong through 1998.  Excellent
financial planning coupled with the outstanding efforts of the Turnpike Authority’s staff has positioned us to
move successfully into the 21st Century.

The Board of Commissioners takes great pride in the accomplishments of the New Jersey Turnpike
Authority in 1998.  We hope that you will be pleased with our results.

Cordially,

Frank X. McDermott
Chairman
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“The primary objective of the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority is the safe and efficient
movement of people and goods.  Serving
our patrons, contributing to the state and
national economic well-being, and improv-
ing the quality of life for the citizens of New
Jersey is at the heart of our mission.  Our
employees are committed to providing a
well-maintained roadway in furtherance of
reaching this objective.

Every day, companies and their 
employees count on the 

reliability of the 
New Jersey Turnpike  

to link important regions 
together.”

Frank X. McDermott
Chairman
New Jersey Turnpike Authority
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The Turnpike  - Yesterday and Today
From the Desk of the Executive Director...

The New Jersey Turnpike is a major artery within the northeast corridor.  Its 
148 miles, nearly 500 bridges of concrete and steel, and complex infrastructure
have a tremendous impact on our state’s economy.  In 1998, the Turnpike
Authority continued to fulfill its primary objective of moving people and goods
safely and efficiently.  Progress towards major goals such as electronic toll
collection and commercial vehicle initiatives helped in achieving this objective.
The Turnpike continues to serve the varying needs of its patrons.  Starting with
the George Washington Bridge in the north to the Delaware Memorial Bridge in
the south, with spurs that extend to the east and west, the Turnpike’s 28
interchanges are a link to New Jersey’s major highways, institutions, points of

interest and economic hubs.  Each interchange is strategically located to provide easy
access to the major components on New Jersey’s vast transportation network, cultural and
educational institutions, recreation areas and urban centers.  The Turnpike links to such
major transportation arteries as the Lincoln and Holland Tunnels, Goethals Bridge,
Verrazano Narrows Bridge, Garden State Parkway, Pennsylvania Turnpike and Newark
International Airport.  From the educational institutions of Princeton and Rutgers and the
beautiful beaches at the Atlantic’s edge, the Turnpike offers a more convenient choice to
reach your destination.  The New Jersey Turnpike is the road of choice if you are taking a
trip to McGuire Air Force Base, Six Flags Great Adventure Amusement Park and Outlet
Shopping Center, Secaucus Warehouse District, Meadowlands Arena and Racetrack, Giants
Stadium, the Performing Arts Center in Newark, Thomas Kean Aquarium or Liberty Science
Center.


